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Comments from the Dean
Dear Colleagues:
 
 During the most recent meeting of the ARD Advisory 
Council, our conversation turned to the “At Work for Nebraska” 
study prepared by the Battelle Institute.  You probably recall 
that this study, released earlier in the year, was designed to 
assess the economic impact of IANR programs on the state of 
Nebraska.  You, like the members of the Advisory Council, were 
probably very pleased and very proud to learn that through 
your efforts, the people of Nebraska receive more than a 15 to 1 
return on their investment in IANR.  You may also be wonder-
ing, as some of them were wondering, why everyone in the state 
does not know about the great dividends that are being gained 
through investing in IANR and why they are not clamoring for 
greater investments.  The simple answer is probably that they 
just do not know about the study or its remarkable conclusion.
 Why don’t the people of Nebraska and even our colleagues 
in other parts of our university, know about these remarkable 
findings?  Have we put the study and excerpts from it on our 
Web pages?  Have we written and delivered press releases to 
the newspapers and other news media in the state?  Have we 
delivered the same material to state officials, legislators, and 
IANR support groups?  Of course, the answer to each of these 
questions is “yes”.  Some people do know this tremendous story, 
but not everyone.  Most people have not even heard the mes-
sage, and as teachers you understand that it is a long way from 
hearing a message to knowing it.
 My message to you is that we do have this tremendous 
story to tell and telling it is not only important to us as educa-
tors and researchers, but also important to the citizens we 
serve.  Telling our story to those we serve, students as well as 
practitioners, will help them know, and they in turn will inform 
and educate others.  The tasks of educating our publics about 
the value of what we do is the responsibility of each of us.
 “At Work for Nebraska” is our story.  Each of us can tell it 
proudly in terms of how our work benefits Nebraskans.  That 
is what it is really about.  We are a land-grant university.  We 
are at work for Nebraska.  Sometimes we act as if we believe a 
one-time telling, perhaps in the media, is all that is needed to 
get the message across.  As educators we know that is not true.  
The more times, the more places, the more ways a message can 
be delivered, the better it will be known.
 The “At Work for Nebraska” study is a tool for us.  It is a 
tool for future planning, and it is a tool for communicating the 
value of what we do so our constituents can take full advantage 
of our work.
 Other tools are available to help us tell that story.  The 
www.atworkfornebraska.unl.edu Web site has tools already in 
place for your use, and more are in the works.  This is a long-
term project.
 There are slides to include in a PowerPoint presentation 
that briefly address the “At Work” study and what it means for 
Nebraskans.  These can be easily incorporated into your pro-
grams and presentations for any audience.
 There are handouts, each aimed at different aspects of 
IANR’s work.  You can print them off or order specific hand- 
outs of interest to your audience by contacting Judy Nelson 
(jnelson5@unl.edu) in CIT.  Have a few in your briefcase and 
office to share with stakeholders and consider them for meet-
ings.
 No matter how great the tools, they cannot do a thing if we 
do not use them.  I hope you will make use of all of the tools 
available and all of your skills as an educator to tell the story of 
how our being at work for Nebraska benefits our state and its 
people.
    Gary L. Cunningham
    Dean and Director  
Williams Endowment
 The Williams Endowment was established in the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Foundation in 1993 to support high priority 
experiments and research related to water and land conserva-
tion.  The endowment interest income has accumulated to a 
level that competitive grants can be made available. The specific 
focus of the research may be changed in future solicitations as 
emerging priorities change.
 For the current competitive cycle, project proposals should 
relate to “management of surface water run-off and erosion 
from agricultural land to achieve total maximum daily loading 
(TMDL) compliance”.  Examples of approaches to address this 
could include: (a) land and cropping management, (b) con-
servation buffer strips, (c) conservation structures, (d) animal 
waste management, and/or (e) site-specific nutrient manage-
ment.  The proposals received were awarded to:













“Leadplant Utilization and Response to Timing and Intensity of 
Grazing”
Total	Amount	Received:	 $8,580
	 Funding	Period:	 	 June	1,	2007	-	May	31,	2008
Robert Shearman,	Agronomy	and	Horticulture	Department
[Bekele	Abeyo,	Agronomy	and	Horticulture]
“Breeding Buffalograss for Improved Seed Yield”
Total	Amount	Received:	 $9,000





“Establishing Integrated Agricultural systems in Western Ne-
braska”
Total	Amount	Received:	 $9,570
	 Funding	Period:	 	 June	1,	2007	-	May	31,	2008
Dean Eisenhauer,	Biological	Systems	Engineering
[Mike	Dosskey,	USDA/FS	National	Agroforestry	Center]
“Improved Prediction of Contaminant Removed by Vegetated 
Filters”
	 Total	Amount	Received:	 $17,930




“A Tool to Evaluate Conservation Buffer Performance Toward 
TMDL Compliance”
	 Total	Amount	Received:	 $19,940






“The Impact of Weather Extremes on Agricultural Production 
Methods: Does Drought Increase the Adoption of Conservation 
Tillage Practices?”
	 Total	Amount	Received:	 $19,933




“Using High-Resolution, Hyperspectral Images to Characterize 
Vegetation Cover on Sandhills Prairie”
     	 Total	Amount	Received:	 $10,000





“Resource Selection by Cattle in the Central Platte River Valley of 
Nebraska”
	 Total	Amount	Received:	 $10,000
	 Funding	Period:	 	 June	1,	2007	-	May	31,	2008











































“Physiological Effects of Drought Stress-Responsive Transgenes in 
Soybeans”
	 Total	Amount	Received:	 $19,650





“Isolation and Characterization of Novel Cellulose Digesting 
Enzymes”
	 Total	Amount	Received:	 $20,000
	 Funding	Period:	 	 July	1,	2007	-	June	30,	2008
Raul Barletta,	Veterinary	and	Biomedical	Sciences
[Robert	Powers	and	James	Takacs/Chemistry]
“Development of Broad-Spectrum Antibiotics Against Bacterial 
Pathogens”
	 Total	Amount	Received:	 $20,000
	 Funding	Period:	 	 July	1,	2006	-	June	30,	2007
The following continuing projects have been evaluated and 





“Environmental Stewardship of Cattle Wastes: Do Growth 
Promoting Steroids Alter Toxicity?”
	 Total	Amount	Received:	 $20,000




“Determination of Appropriate Lake Water Quality Expectations 
in Agriculturally Dominated Ecosystems”
	 Total	Amount	Received:	 $19,964
	 Funding	Period:	 	 July	1,	2007	-	June	30,	2008
































































































































































Place:	 	 Amherst,	MA	   










































“Wet Distillers Grains as a Range Supplement and Forage Substi-
tute”
 Total	Amount	Received:	 $2,300
	 Funding	Period:	 	 June	1,	2007	-	May	31,	2008











“Wet Distillers Grains as a Range Supplement and Forage Substi-
tute”
 Total	Amount	Received:	 $	5,000




“Effect of Supplement Nutrition on Embryo Survival and Preg-
nancy Rate in Beef Heifers”
	 Total	Amount	Received:	 $5,000
	 Funding	Period:	 	 June	1,	2007	-	May	31,	2008












NEB 22-321  Environmentally-appropriate management of 




NEB 37-035  Process and property investigations of fibers 




NEB 39-145  NC 1027,  An integrated approach to control of 
bovine respiratory diseases
Investigator:  Clinton	Jones,	Veterinary	and	Biomedical	Sciences 
Status:  Multistate	project	effective	Oct.	1,	2006,	through	Sept.	
30,	2011
NEB 42-102  The economics of alternative beef cattle produc-





Proposals Submitted for Federal Grants






New or Revised Projects
March and April 2007
West	Central	Research	and	Extension	Center;	and	Walter	
Schacht,	Agronomy	and	Horticulture]
“Wet Distillers Grains as a Range Supplement and Forage 
Substitute”
	 Total	Amount	Received:	 $10,000
	 Funding	Period:	 	 June	1,	2007	-	May	31,	2008













 Larkin Powell and Richard Tyre	–	NRCS	–	State	wildlife	
surveys	as	sources	of	information	of	wildlife	benefits	from	
Farm	Bill	programs	–	$70,935













 Greg Somerville, Robert Powers (PI), Ronald Cerny, 























Robert Hutkins and Jayne Stratton	–	USDA/AMS	–	Improv-
ing	safety,	quality	and	accessibility	of	farmer’s	market	products	
Agronomy and Horticulture:
	 Rhae Drijber	–	USDA/ARS	 	 																	$34,000.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000		 																	$39,839.00
Animal Science:
	 Chris Calkins and Galen Erickson
	 	 –	Nebraska	Beef	Council	 	 																	$90,919.00
	 Phil Miller, Rodger Johnson, and Tom Burkey
  –	Monsanto	 	 	 																	$19,152.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000		 																			$2,750.00
Biochemistry:
	 Donald Becker	–	NIH	 	 	 															$297,863.00
	 Vadim Gladyshev	–	NIH	 	 															$240,601.00
	 Steve Ragsdale	–	National	Institute	of	General
	 	 Medical	Sciences	 	 	 															$294,173.00
Biological Systems Engineering
	 Derrel Martin	–	Nebraska	Department	of
	 	 Natural	Resources	 	 	 															$209,440.00
Entomology:
	 Blair Siegfried and John Foster	–	USDA/CSREES							$106,814.00
	 Robert Wright –	USDA/APHIS	 	 																	$25,907.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 	 	$6,300.00
Grants and Contracts Received 
for March and April 2007
Food Science and Technology:
	 Lloyd Bullerman	–	Kraft	Foods	Global,	Inc.	 																	$25,000.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 	 	$1,690.00
Northeast Research and Extension Center:
	 Keith Jarvi –	Syngenta	 	 	 																	$16,000.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 																	$10,200.00
Panhandle Research and Extension Center:
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 																	$81,670.00
Plant Pathology:
	 Gary Yuen and Thomas Powers	–	NRI	 																	$58,089.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 																	$33,450.00
School of Natural Resources:
	 Xun-hong Chen	–	Lower	Platte	North	
	 	 Natural	Resources	District															 															$119,504.00
	 Steve Comfort and Vital Ziotnik	–	Environmental	
	 	 Science	and	Technology	Certification	 																	$98,777.00
	 John Holz, Aris Holz, Tadd Barrow, and 
 Kyle Hoagland	–	Nebraska	Department	of	
	 	 Environmental	Quality	 	 															$201,700.00
	 Steve Hu	–	NOAA	 																			 																	$99,359.00
	 Ken Hubbard	–	NOAA	 																			 																	$59,522.00
	 Ken Hubbard	–	NPDC	and	NCF			 	 																	$60,370.00
	 Susan Lackey	–	Upper	Elkhorn	Natural	Resources
	 	 District	 	 	 	 																	$27,000.00
	 James Merchant	–	Nebraska	Health	and	Human
	 	 Services	 	 	 	 																	$33,000.00
	 Steven Thomas	–	NDEQ	 	 															$149,952.00
	 Richard (Drew) Tyre	–	Nebraska	State	Wildlife													$64,990.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000		 																			$2,400.00
Veterinary and Biomedical Sciences:
	 Greg Somerville	–	NIH										 	 																	$31,379.00
	 David Steffen	–	USDA/APHIS/WS					 																	$47,000.00
	 David Steffen	–	USDA/APHIS/MRPB					 																	$33,425.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 																			$2,500.00
West Central Research and Extension Center
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 																	$15,014.00
	 	 	 	 	 TOTAL                  $2,639,749.00
through	targeted	training	of	farmers	and	producers	–	$52,906











 Donald Wilhite, Tsegay Tadesse, Charles Wortmann, 
James King, and David Forsythe		–	USAID,	Higher	Education	
for	Development,	Collaborative	Ethiopia/Uganda	–	Disaster	
risk	reduction	and	sustainable	development:	partnership	of	
Bahir	Dar	University	and	University	of	Nebraska-Lincoln	
–	$200,000
 Linda Boeckner	–	UNMC-University	of	Nebraska	Medical	
Center,	NIH	funding	–	Modifying	lifestyle	in	prehypertensive	
older	rural	women	–	$45,530
 Qi Hu	–	NSF	–	Collaborative	research:	How	has	the	ENSO	
teleconnection	with	warm	season	rainfall	in	the	Central	United	
States	been	modulated	at	mulidecadal	timescale	–	$219,480
